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About the Visiting Scholars Program  
The Visiting Scholars Program (VSP) is a unique opportunity for scientists to access the intellectual 
capital and state-of-the-art facilities of the only federal national laboratory in the United States devoted 
exclusively to biomedical research, the Frederick National Laboratory for Cancer Research. 

Consistent with our training mission, we invite investigators – especially mid-career researchers – from a 
range of scientific disciplines, either within or outside the cancer research community. The duration and 
purpose of the visit to the Frederick National Laboratory can vary, but it is intended to facilitate 
collaboration or enhance career development. The engagement at Frederick may be part of a research 
effort to address persistent barriers that have long impeded progress against cancer and AIDS. Or the 
purpose could be tied to addressing new challenges, such as those posed by the 35TNCI Director's 
Provocative Questions35T. 

Visiting Scholars will be integrated with teams of scientists at the Frederick National Laboratory who 

• support basic studies in the biological mechanisms of cancer and AIDS; 
• conduct translational research leading to new diagnostic and therapeutic approaches; and 
• advance preclinical studies leading to first-in-human clinical trials. 

We encourage scientists to go to 35Thttp://frederick.cancer.gov/Careers/VisitingScholar35T to explore our 
Visiting Scholar Opportunities, 35Thttp://frederick.cancer.gov/Careers/VisitingScholar/Opportunities.aspx35T, 
and submit an online application. 

The following sections of this guide recapitulate information that can be found on the VSP web pages to 
help you understand the objectives of the program and how you might apply. 

Eligibility  
Expressions of Interest for the posted 2013 Visiting Scholar 
Opportunities, 35Thttp://frederick.cancer.gov/Careers/VisitingScholar/Opportunities.aspx 35T, will be accepted 
from investigators in the public, private, and academic research communities, and at any career stage 
after the doctoral level. Applications are especially encouraged from established investigators who can 
envision how their research pursuits can make a significant contribution to the objectives described in 
the posted Visiting Scholar Opportunities. 

It is expected that applicants for a Visiting Scholar appointment will be employed on a permanent basis 
by a “home institution,” or are postdoctoral fellows, and are not seeking long-term employment 
through the VSP. Candidates are expected to have ongoing research programs that might benefit from a 
residency at the Frederick National Laboratory. However, applicants with no permanent home 
institution (e.g., postdoctoral fellows) are also eligible to apply, and should specify their salary needs in 
the Expression of Interest, to be considered for funding. 
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Funding  
The Frederick National Laboratory VSP expects to sponsor 1–3 Visiting Scholars in 2013–2014. 

The candidate Visiting Scholar will be asked to describe in his/her proposal a cost estimate associated 
with the residency in Frederick, Maryland. Visiting Scholars may be eligible for funds that cover expenses 
(up to a maximum of $100,000) in the following categories: 

• Travel – one round trip between Frederick National Laboratory and home institution 
• Lodging – government per-diem rates for Frederick, Maryland 
• Meals and incidentals – government per diem rates for Frederick, Maryland 
• Ground transportation 
• Materials and supplies 

Visiting Scholar Opportunities (VSO)  

Laboratory-Proposed Opportunities 
The following laboratory-proposed VSOs are now open to submittal of Expressions of Interest: 

27TAdvanced Preclinical Research 
Opportunity27T 35Thttp://frederick.cancer.gov/Careers/VisitingScholar/Media/Documents/VSO_1_CAPR.p
df 

Optical Microscopy and Analysis Opportunity 
35Thttp://frederick.cancer.gov/Careers/VisitingScholar/Media/Documents/VSO_2_OMAL.pdf35T 

Small Animal Imaging Program Opportunity 
35Thttp://frederick.cancer.gov/Careers/VisitingScholar/Media/Documents/VSO_5_SmallAnimalImaging.pdf35T 

Please see the next section of this guide, “Process for Submitting an Expression of Interest,” for 
more specific instructions regarding application. 

Applicant-Proposed Opportunity 
If you have identified a reason for visiting the Frederick National Laboratory, and none of the above-
listed specific VSOs closely align with your research focus, you may submit an Applicant-Proposed 
Expression of Interest. The submission should align with the Frederick National Laboratory’s mission, 
research programs, and capabilities. 

You may read about the Frederick National Laboratory at 35Thttp://frederick.cancer.gov35T. Information on 
specific programs of particular interest to the 2013 VSP can be found through the following links: 

For the 2013 VSP, we are focusing on: 

• AIDS and Cancer Virus Program: 35Thttp://ncifrederick.cancer.gov/Programs/Science/acvp35T 
• Laboratory Animal Sciences Program: 35Thttp://ncifrederick.cancer.gov/lasp35T 
• Information Systems Program: 35Thttp://isp.ncifcrf.gov35T 
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Process for Submitting an Expression of Interest 
To inform us of your interest in becoming a Visiting Scholar at the Frederick National Laboratory, you are 
required to submit an online application. See the Appendix in this guide for a view of the application 
information that you will be asked to provide. 

IMPORTANT NOTE! The application has to be completed in one session. You will not be able to save and 
return to complete the application at a later time; if you close your computer browser before you have 
completed the application, your work in progress will not be saved. Therefore, we highly recommend 
that you gather the information and compose text in a document that you save and from which you can 
“cut and paste” your text into sections of the electronic application. 

To complete the application, you will need to have available the following types of information: 

1. Summary of your current research focus and biographical sketch 
2. List of notable accomplishments and most recent publications 
3. Technical challenge or training objective that will be addressed by your visit 
4. Your technical approach to the challenge 
5. Explanation of your expected contributions to the collaboration 
6. Expected impact on cancer research 

Once we receive your application, we will send you a confirmation e-mail. Following review, we will 
inform you if we would like to receive a full proposal to further pursue your candidacy as a Visiting 
Scholar. 

If you need assistance with the on-line application process, contact the Frederick National Laboratory 
Webmaster at 35Tncifwebmaster@nih.gov35T. For questions about the VSP contact the VSP Program Manager 
at 35TFrederickVisitingScholar@NIH.gov35T. 

Selection of Visiting Scholars  
The Expression of Interest will provide us with the applicant’s 

• personal and professional information; 
• Visiting Scholar Opportunity of interest; 
• targeted start and end dates; 
• proposed purpose of the visit in the context of the applicant’s overall research activities; 
• proposed approach to addressing the cancer research challenges identified in the specific Visiting 

Scholar Opportunity; and 
• anticipated contribution to the Frederick National Laboratory. 

The VSP Evaluation Team will review all Expressions of Interest and contact selected candidates to 
request submission of full proposals. The team will evaluate and rank full proposals according to the 
following considerations: 

Technical: 
• Originality of approach 
• Compatibility with research priorities of the host laboratory 
• Potential impact of anticipated contribution (described in proposal) 

Visiting Scholars Program Page 3 of 10 Frederick National Laboratory 

mailto:ncifwebmaster@nih.gov
mailto:FrederickVisitingScholar@NIH.gov


  

Operational: 
Availability of Frederick resources (e.g., staff, facilities, and funding, if requested) during the time of 
proposed residency   

Selection of Visiting Scholars will be made from among the highest-ranked full proposals. 

Contact Us 
For questions about the Visiting Scholars Program (VSP) please contact:  

Dr. Andrew Quong, Program Manager 
35Tandrew.quong@nih.gov 

For assistance with the web pages, please contact 35Tncifwebmaster@nih.gov35T. 

To learn more about the Frederick National Laboratory for Cancer Research, go 
to 35Thttp://frederick.cancer.gov35T. 

To learn more about the National Cancer Institute, go to35T http://cancer.gov35T. 
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Appendix 
Information required for online submittal of  

Visiting Scholars Program Expression of Interest  

Important information: 
1. Your Expression of Interest application must be filled out online 

at 35Thttp://frederick.cancer.gov/Careers/VisitingScholar/PreProposal.aspx35T. 
2. The application must be completed online in one session. You will not be able to save and return 

to the form to complete it at a later time. 
3. The following pages provide views of the information required to submit an online Expression of 

Interest to the Visiting Scholar Program. We encourage you to create a Word document that you 
can save and from which you may “cut and paste” information into the electronic application. 
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